Bylaws of the 

Forensic Psychology Specialty Council

Article I

Name of Organization



The name of the organization is the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council.

Article II

Forensic Psychology Specialty Council Mission



The purpose of the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council shall be to:

1.
Facilitate communication and development of coherence and consistency of policies and procedures within Forensic Psychology.
2. Promote quality assurance of education, training, credentialing, and practice in Forensic Psychology by, including but not limited to: 1) ensuring the development and maintenance of education and training guidelines for the specialty of Forensic Psychology that conform to the education and training guidelines of the American Psychological Association and 2) reviewing and periodically updating the “core domains and proficiencies” of the specialty of Forensic Psychology, as necessary, to reflect the contemporary state of the specialty.
3. Represent the specialty of Forensic Psychology to the Committee of Accreditation, the Council of Specialties in Professional Psychology, and the American Psychological Association Commission on Specialties and Proficiencies in Professional Psychology (CRSPPP).
4. Petitioning the American Psychological Association (APA), consistent with procedures and timelines established by CRSPPP, for periodic renewal of APA recognition of Forensic Psychology as a specialty in professional psychology.

Article III

Membership

1.    The membership of the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council shall consist of at least one representative from each of three co-sponsoring organizations: the American Academy of Forensic Psychology, the American Board of Forensic Psychology and Division 41 of the American Psychological Association-American Psychology and Law Society.

2.       Each representative shall be appointed for a term of three years and may serve a maximum of two three-year terms. 
3.       Terms of representatives to the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council and officers thereof shall begin in January.

4.       Representatives of the Forensic Specialty Council commit themselves to regular attendance at 
meetings that typically occur once a year.  Teleconference meetings may be scheduled as needed.  Appointment of a new representative may be required by the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council in the case of insufficient participation by a representative.

5. The officers of the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council shall consist of a chair and representative of the 3 constituent organizations (AP-LS, AAFP, ABFP), and members can be re-elected for a second, three-year term under special circumstances, total service not to exceed six years.

Article IV

Meetings
1. Meetings shall be held at least once a year.

2. The Forensic Psychology Specialty Council may address business matters outside of the regularly scheduled meetings. Votes may be conducted by mail, e-mail or fax.

Article V

Representative to the Council of Specialties in Professional Psychology

1. Members of the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council shall elect the chair, who will serve as the Representative to the Council of Specialties in Professional Psychology.  The term of this 

Representative shall be three years, and reelection for one consecutive term is possible.  The constituent organization from which the chair originates, is responsible for appointing another individual to replace the chair from that organization in the Forensic Specialty Council.
2. AP-LS and AAFP are responsible in alternating years for paying the dues to the Council of Specialties for the Forensic Specialty Council to remain a member.

3. AP-LS and AAFP will split the cost of the chair of Forensic Specialty Council to attend the annual meeting of the Council of Specialties, including airfare, hotel, and meals.

Article VI

Rules of Order

The Forensic Specialty Council shall conduct its meetings in accordance with the latest edition of Keesey’s Modern Parliamentary Procedures.

Article VII

Amendments

Amendments to these Bylaws may be made be made by a two-thirds majority vote of the members of the Forensic Psychology Specialty Council.  Mail ballots may be utilized providing a discussion of the matter had taken place at a prior meeting and allowing a twenty-day response.

